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with respect, whether they be of praise or
reproof. Then there grew up a system of
ecclesiastical order, with the bishop of Rome
at the head of the hierarchy, and as both he
and the other bishops were concerned with
religious matters, this hierarchical arrange-
men came to be itself regarded as having
a religious sanction. Then came theological
explanation of the observed facts. Just as
the astronomers of those ages were quite
right in their observations of the stars, but
erred in the hypotheses they framed to account
for the facts, so it was with the theologians.
They worked out their hypothesis to account
for the Pope's position in Christendom, and
have ended by putting it into their creed.
The earlier among them laboured under the
difficulty of grasping so abstract an idea as a
Church or a corporation with continuous
succession. They could only put their case
in a personal form. When the Roman Church
appealed to some secular potentate for help
it made &t. Peter write in his own name.
It was not a mere rhetorical artifice; their
mental outlook was the same as that of the
Domesday clerks who recorded that St. Paul
(meaning the chapter of St. Paul's) was
unjustly occupying some lands in Essex.
This naive personification was very impressive.